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Completion Date: March 2009

Height: 160m (525ft)

Stories: 37

Area: 78,000 sq m (839,585  sq ft)

Primary Use: Office

Owner/Developer: Repsol-YPF

Architect: Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects

Associate Architect: Arq. Arturo Beccar Varela y Asociados

Structural Engineer: Leslie E. Robertson Associates RLLP 

MEP: WSP Flack + Kurtz, INGCA  

Contractor: Criba S.A.

With its prismatic form, clean lines and 
dramatic winter garden, the new head-
quarters for Repsol-YPF—one of the 

world’s top energy companies—is a dignified corporate 
symbol and a modern landmark for Buenos Aires. The 
tower is also the tallest office building in Argentina.  

The Torre YPF stands apart from the busy streets and 
avenues of Buenos Aires, its full height visible from all 
sides. Located on the edge of the stylish neighborhood 
of Puerto Madero and visible from the historic Plaza 
de Mayo, the tower is the easternmost structure before 
the open space of Costanera Sur (the Buenos Aires 
ecological reserve) and the broad waters of the Rio de 
la Plata. 

The tower’s form is composed of two volumes gen-
erated from the interlocking shapes of a triangle and 
a square, rotated 45-degrees from one another and 
extruded skyward. The result is two distinct towers 
pressed together in a single, unified composition. The 
floor plates of each tower press outward in a gentle 
curve, causing the glass-and-steel skin to appear 

Torre YPF
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Top: View in context from south
Bottom: View of the façade with 

winter garden 
Opposite: Building section through 

winter garden



55

stretched across the building’s surface and heightening 
its delicate sense of thinness.

While the two interlocking towers share an aesthetic 
spirit, they are subtly differentiated. The triangular 
tower, reminiscent of a ship’s prow, tilts toward the 
river, while the square tower leans toward the city. The 
triangular tower is nearly all glass and has a lightly 
reflective finish and fine pattern of horizontal lines 
that accentuates its sense of volume. The square tower, 
on the other hand, has a more urban expression, with 
a grid of stainless steel panels surrounding square 
panels of glass.

The tower’s most distinctive feature is its six-story 
winter garden, located in the corner of the square 
tower near, but not quite at, the top. The winter garden 
has an emblematic presence on the façade, like a logo 
or a sign. Several large trees occupy the space, and at 
night, lit from within and visible from afar, the winter 
garden is a symbol for clean energy and Buenos Aires’ 
natural setting.

“One of the shortcomings of tall buildings generally is the lack 

of significant, volumetric, communal green space within the 

buildings themselves. The winter garden in Torre YPF provides 

this and is to be applauded.”

Antony Wood, Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat


