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Tallest Building in Vietnam to Feature
Cantilevered Helipad, Lotus Design

THE 68-STORY TOWER that is
expected to be the tallest build-
ing in Vietnam when it is com-
pleted, in late 2010, will have a design
suggesting a lotus plant, Vietnam’s na-
tional flower, and will feature a heli-
pad at the 50th floor that will cantilever
approximately 25 m from the build-
ing’s facade. Under construction in Ho
Chi Minh City for the Bitexco Group,
which is headquartered in Thai Binh,
Vietnam, the 265 m tall Bitexco Finan-
cial Tower will also include a six-story
retail podium at the base of the tower
and a two-level public observation deck
on the floors just beneath the helipad,
explains Alan Murray, a project leader
with Paris-based AREP, the principal
architect of the tower.

The Carlos Zapata Studio, of New
York City, was the design architect on
the project, and Leslie E. Robertson As-
sociates, R.L.L.P. (LERA), also of New

York City, was the main structural en-
gineering firm.

Mostly lozenge-shaped in plan,
the concrete-framed tower tapers out-
ward from its base, reaching its maxi-
mum floor area approximately a third
of the way up the structure. The floor
plates then taper inward again, end-
ing with a concave portion in the final
18 levels above the helipad, explains
Nayan Trivedi, P.E., an associate part-
ner of LERA who served as the firm’s
project manager on the Bitexco proj-
ect; Trivedi worked closely with Wil-
liam Faschan, P.E., M.ASCE, the LERA
partner in charge of the project. At its
base, the tower’s footprint is approxi-
mately 30 m in the east—west direction
and 52 m in the north—south direction.
The cross-sectional area increases to ap-
proximately 37 by 60 m at level 23, the
building’s largest floor. It then dimin-
ishes to approximately 26.5 by 50 m at

level 49, just beneath the helipad, and
by level 63—the topmost concave of-
fice floor—the area is just 16 by 23 m,
notes Murray.

Much as a lotus plant blooms in wa-
ter, the base of the tower will extend
upward from a shallow reflecting pool
that will continue into the building’s
interior as a concrete basin covered by
a glass walkway, says Murray. What is
more, a sheathlike portion of the tower’s
glazing that starts at level 7 and rises to
the roof will wrap around most of the
structure’s northern, eastern, and west-
ern sides and will cantilever approxi-
mately 1.5 m past the rest of the facade,
suggesting the edge of a lotus leaf, ex-
plains Murray.

Though it appears to emerge from
water, the tower will be founded on a
4 m thick concrete mat supported on a
series of 1,500 mm diameter concrete
piles bored to depths of 75 to 85 m, says
Trivedi. The podium foundation will con-
sist of a series of 1,200 mm diameter con-
crete piles bored to depths of 58 to 63 m.

The soil conditions in Ho Chi Minh
City, for the most part fill material above
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